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The fourth IPCC report in 2007 stated that we had a very small window of opportunity, from as little as five years, to prevent climate change going over the 2ºC that is probably already in the pipeline.

Armed with this information our Transition group started, with a great sense of urgency, in Jan 2009 with already over a year taken from that window.   We decided to follow the advice of the Transition Towns Initiative and let our group develop organically, starting with public  awareness-raising.

To this end we have so far arranged four filmshows, two talks, eight swapshops, a picnic, a political meeting with David Cameron MP, a Carnival entry, an Apple Festival, numerous stalls at events and a regular ‘GreenTEA’ Café in central Eynsham as well as our own website space, a supporters’ newsletter plus a series of articles in local newsletters and websites, not to mention our new ‘Carbon Conversations’ course....   This has indeed raised the profile of Transition Eynsham Area, and of climate change generally, within our area.

Our more tangible projects are best discussed under the headings of the various working groups (WG):

1  Waste WG.   This group arranges 6-monthly SwapShops in both Eynsham and Aston with the latest at Long Hanborough.   Since 2008, over 6000 kg of things have been taken from swap shops to new homes free of charge!    In addition they have developed a guide on local recycling/ reuse options.  Another activity has been fund–raising to help with the costs of “Eynsham as Orchard”, with a bring and buy sale hosted by a local shop, the ‘Eynsham Emporium’. 

2  Challenge WG.   The first of the groups to be formed within the GreenTEA structure, initially it backed the 10-10 campaign.   Of late it has turned its attention to behaviour change and launched a Carbon Footprint project.    Workshops will be arranged throughout the year to enable Champions and others to get together and see how energy can be saved.   The first one, on ‘Insulation’ was in December.   It is hoped that these and the ‘Carbon Conversations’ sessions will act as group-binding events for our carbon footprint Champions.   The group recently won a prize for ‘continued group engagement’ in the Big Carbon Challenge.  This winter the group will launch a thermal imaging project with the help of the loan of a camera from WODC.   They hope to pinpoint heatloss in domestic houses with a view to encouraging insulation and energy conservation.
3   Food WG   This working group started with great energy, creating a shared allotment scheme in Cassington with tuition for new growers, also forming an alliance with an Eynsham landowner to mentor young growers with learning disabilities.  They next formed a liaison with the local Mid-Counties Co-op who are promoting local produce.   Most enthusiastic of all has been the Orchard subgroup whose members have mapped old orchards in Eynsham.   They have found sites and planted apple trees  to establish “Eynsham as Orchard” and the ‘Apple Capital of Oxfordshire’ again.     Their ‘Apple Festival’ last October attracted over 350 people.   Two public talks in July proved very popular and the 2011 annual Fruit Festival again attracted approximately 350 people with entertainment, instruction and free apples!

4   Policy WG   A meeting with David Cameron and all the climate groups in his constituency took place in March 2010.   This demonstrated the strength of feeling in the constituency about climate change   A further meeting with Mr Cameron took place in June 2011 to discuss the progress of the Energy Bill.   The group have now taken up the baton of an Energy Action Plan (EAP) report and hope to hold a public meeting to gain the views of the public about the kind of Eynsham Area they envisage for the future.
5   Energy WG   The group looked into the possibilities of a microhydro installation and a wind turbine but our area proved unsuitable for these.  Instead, the group are in discussion with a local business, Siemens, and the Bartholomew School, with a view to installing photovoltaic panels on their roofs.   In addition they are considering exciting plans for a 'People's Power Station' for the school 6th form.  This project has been chosen as a pathfinder for support from the recently formed Oxfordshire Low Carbon Hub.  
Two other ventures by this group have included 1. An arrangement with ‘Ecotricity’ for introducing new clients to genuine green energy  and  2.  Input into the consultation on our District Council’s  ‘Local Development Framework’ for house building standards.

6   Transport WG   Our most recent working group has been busy factfinding and reviewing the field.   They held a Cycle Workshop in Eynsham in April 2011, and are backing the newly formed Farmoor Cycle Track Action Group.   Plans for a possible Car Club are being discussed with Midcounties Co-operative and a further Bicycle Workshop is planned for the new year.
We have, as a group, reviewed our strategy and decided that we need to focus on one or two projects in order to avoid   “galloping off in all directions”.....

