Havant Transition Network
“ A future fit for Havant and a Havant fit for the future”

Newsletter

3rd March 2010 
Welcome to the start of a new and exciting initiative for Havant!

The story so far...

A couple of months ago some friend were telling me about the Transition initiative that they were involved in in Somerset. It sounded interesting, so I looked it up. It sounded more than interesting – for someone like me who is convinced of the need for environmental concern but who can’t quite find a focus for it beyond what we do at home, this seemed like the answer. Start small, start local, dream big. No guilt trips – more like a party than a campaign. Perfect. Something should be done here in Havant, I thought. But of course that something had to be someone, and I quickly ran out of reasons why that someone shouldn’t be me. I did some homework, spoke to a couple of friends, and three of us put our heads together and decided to get something going.
The first meeting...

... to get things going happened on 27th February. I was hopeful that maybe 20 people would come (we had nine fans on Facebook) – 23 people came. We outlined what Transition is about, watched a very inspiring film about Transition, had a brainstorming session, and by the end we had a new and very energetic steering group to get on with the nitty-gritty of planning, a generous amount of donated money, and some very exciting ideas for immediate action. Key to all this is action – it’s not a talking shop, it’s about concrete, practical, local things to do.

Offers of support...

These are coming in from all sorts of places. For example, Pennie Smith, who has just been appointed as the permanent Advisor for Climate Change and Sustainability by Havant Borough Council, is fully behind us. Friends of the Earth are contributing information and advice and helping to spread the word. We already have a contact list of over 40 people and its growing all the time. 
Events and activities ...

There are already events being planned – one of the most exciting is the Trash Carnival which will take place in May or June. This takes the idea of taking that mountain of rubbish we all contribute to and turning it into something entertaining and beautiful (before recycling it and encouraging people to generate less of it in the first place.) There will be parades, music, stalls, fashion contests – all using rubbish. More details soon.

We are also planning more film showings to raise awareness of the issues, and small groups are working on litter-picking and Havant walks. Plant sales, seed swaps, communal dining and much more are all in the pipe line. We also plan to be part of the Hampshire Water Festival to be held in Staunton Park in July.
First date for your diary: Easter Bank Holiday Monday 5th April – we will have a stall at the car-boot sale at St Joseph’s Church in West Street. All proceeds will go to HTN – you can bring along stuff to sell on the day, or come to buy, find out more about the Transition, or make donations!

This Newsletter will now be a regular event. If you have any news, ideas or suggestions that you would like passed on to the wider contact list, please send them to me for inclusion.
How to get involved...

We are still looking for people to help run things – there are dull jobs such as looking after the money to be attended to. We will need all kinds of volunteers from all walks of life, and we need people who are willing to get informed about the issues and help to change the way we do things for the better. ‘Better’ means a lower energy, lower carbon, lower stress community of Havant.
Be a volunteer –

Spread the word –

Attend events –

Get informed –

Prepare for change.

Did you know...?

Quite central to this whole initiative is increasing reliance on local produce and resources. You can get local produce now from:
· Farm shop at end of Hallett Road, Denvilles. Basic seasonal veg that they grow themselves, plus imported citrus etc. No frills, cheap.
· Stokes Farm, Northney, Hayling Island. Sells own produce, plus Three Harbours beef. This is from cattle raised on the salt marshes of Chichester, Pagham and Langstone Harbours – conserving a vital habitat in the process.

· Adsdean Farm butcher – their own (or the neighbouring farm’s) beef, pork and lamb, plus seasonal game. Grass fed. Very good, cheaper than supermarkets.
· Apologies to vegetarians for the last two!

Find out more...

Go to www.transitionnetwork.org for lots of information about the whole Transition initiative.
If you would like to get involved or would like more information, contact  

HTN   via Jacquie.penrose@yahoo.co.uk 
