Havant Transition Network
“ A future fit for Havant and a Havant fit for the future”

Newsletter

19th March 2010 
Welcome to the start of a new and exciting initiative for Havant!

The story continues...

The Transition Network is in the process of updating its website 

( www.transitionnetwork.org ) and we have established our presence as a microsite. If you go to ‘Communities’ you’ll find us under H. Not much there as yet but it’s a start. You might want to register with the site and use it to keep up to date with wider Transition matters and our own site as it builds.
I’ve been on an intensive two day training course in London run by the Network which was informative, rewarding, entertaining and challenging. One of the most impressive things about it was how truly international it is becoming; there was a Chilean living in Norway, a Spaniard living in Brussels (working for the EU Commission), an American also living in Norway with his Czech wife, and another American who lives in Japan. Some big journeys just to take advantage of the training. There was also a wide age range, from early 20s to 60s – older people concerned for their grandchildren, and young students wanting to make a difference. Apart from some very practical ideas about how to run meetings and manage the stages of Transition, it confirmed for me that Transition really is an inclusive process, because contributions to it can (and should) come from all directions. Business people, tree-hugging hippies, managerial number-crunchers, artists, gardeners, techies, people of no particular skill and not much time to give are all vital to the process. It also strengthened my understanding of climate change and peak oil, and also how better to pass on the information to others. But it wasn’t all gloom – a crisis is an opportunity too good to waste.
Events and activities ...

· Easter Bank Holiday Monday 5th April, morning– we will have a stall at the car-boot sale at St Joseph’s Church in West Street. All proceeds will go to HTN – you can bring along stuff to sell on the day, or come to buy, find out more about the Transition, or make donations! Please note – correction – the last newsletter wrongly said this event was on Sunday 4th. VOLUNTEERS WANTED TO HELP RUN THE STALL and clear up. Please contact us.
· Wednesday  21ST April at 7pm
At Bidbury Junior School, Fraser Road, Havant

‘START-UP’ MEETING.

Another chance to watch the very inspirational ‘Transition Movie’, find out more about the process and meet other people who want to get involved. The event is free, there will be refreshments, but donations will be very welcome.
· Not our event but you may be interested: ‘Recycling and More’ – workshop at Havant Borough Council, Monday 12th April 7 -8.30. Details and reservations to Rachel Moroney r.moroney@btcv.org.uk tel 02380 769719

· Another related event - Switch off the TV and experience some real debate right here in Havant among the main parties’ parliamentary candidates -16th April, The Spring, East Street, Havant. Starts at 7.30pm. All Welcome. Sponsored by Havant FOE
Looking ahead...
· We have booked a pitch at Havant’s Party in the Park on 5th June – details to follow.

· Further ahead, we intend to take part in the Hampshire Water Festival at Staunton Park , 24th and 25th July.

How to get involved... 
Plans for the Trash Carnival are well under way. In a rush of enthusiasm we were aiming for a May date, but as we want to make this a bit special we are going for a date in August –14th or 15th tbc. Your help will be needed. PLEASE START COLLECTING RUBBISH! The aim of the event is to highlight how much stuff comes from oil – and how little of it can be recycled – the only solution is to produce, use and chuck less of it in the first place. So please start collecting your unwanted plastics such as food trays, bottles, bags, CDs, pens, Barbie dolls etc etc. We are also looking for bigger items such as plastic piping, drainpipes, watercooler bottles, dustbins etc. We’ll let you know nearer the time if they can be collected or where they can be taken to. Clean rubbish only please – and note that the event is built of real rubbish – going out to buy bin liners to make a frock is defeating the object.
There’s a serious point to this, but it’s also a party – there will be music, a barbeque (local food), processions, prizes for the best trash fashion etc. Volunteers will be needed for this event.
Going local...
Quite central to this whole initiative is increasing reliance on local produce and resources. You can get local produce now from:
· Farm shop at end of Hallett Road, Denvilles – not only veg but free range eggs currently £1 for 6 (Asda free range eggs - £1.52 for 6). He’s just acquired a new cockerel so expect more happy hens!

· www.hampshirecoppice.org.uk – manage woodland locally, links to suppliers of local wood products such as charcoal and logs.
· Stansted Sawmill sells logs from their managed woods.

· Well-rotted horse manure (it’s spring!) from Whichers Gate Farm, 92 Horndean Road 
· www.jamiescomputerclub.org.uk – will refurbish computers safely – also supply refurbished ones.

· Art House 2, 8 East Street Havant. Craft and Art gallery, gifts etc. Local and UK artists making things from recycled material.

· Make use if Freegle (used to be Freecycle) http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/HavantFreegle  - the aim is to keep stuff out of landfill. You post your unwanted item and someone who wants it comes and gets it. If you are looking for something – someone out there is bound to have the very thing. 
You can also help by adding to the local products/produce list (eventually we would like to create a directory). If you know of a good source, please send it in for passing on.
Find out more...

www.transitionnetwork.org 

BOOKS:

· Local Food – how to make it happen in your community, by Tamzin Pinkerton and Rob Hopkins
· The Transition Handbook by Rob Hoskins

· Our Choice – a plan to solve the climate crisis by Al Gore
Available to order from Nineveh, 11 the Pallant, Havant


" 
http://transitionculture.org/2010/03/17/an-interview-with-david-orr-author-of-down-to-the-wire-part-one/ 


try this link to an interesting article about the transition process. You might want to subscribe to this blog anyway.
Contact us...
If you would like to get involved or would like more information, contact  

HTN   htn2020@googlemail.com  
We have a steering group who are working to move things forward. We are: Jacquie Penrose, Ingrid Corrigan, Lyn Unsworth, Roger Wallsgrove, Jane Kilford, Mark Willenbruch, Lorraine Galliers.
